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Welcome back

YPLAY

ISLINGTON PLAY ASSOCIATION

Dear All,
So it 0 swWhati3 thi® decade called 0 the tweenies?

IPA has gone through some big changes recently and Suzanne and | will
be based at the Paradise Par k CHhhisl
means that we can really focus on getting the Centre tidied up (Green
Wall, anyone?) and play-focused. Please do drop in and see us!

The play projects go from strength to strength as you can read in this
newsletter and we continue fundraising for more opportunities to be

able to support play in the borough.  We are soon to start the rebuild of
Waterside 0 a fantastically exciting project of creating a playground
from scratch with local parents/carers and children.

Christmas went well and we had a great Adventure Playground party at
Haywards.

Our strategic input continues through involvement at decision ~ -making
level. Our staff model good play practice and work on innovative ways of
working with partners in the borough including working on a rain water
harvester with Middlesex University and Toffee Park Adventure
Playground.

The website is up and running and you can check there to find out
everything we are doing to get involved.

See you soon,

Anita Grant
Director

dr en
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IPA Project Updates

Community Games Project

As part of our Esmee Fairbairn -
funded Community Games Project, we
are visiting local schools, Adventure
Playgrounds and community groups to
speak with children and adults about
childhood play and games from around
the world.

This summer we will be publishing
these recollections in a book and cele-
brating with a play -focused, public
event.

Want to help?

Wedre interested in collecting
play around the world, to get a sense of the richness and diversity
of games currently played in the borough, and those that residents
remember from when they were young.

If you have a story or game you would like to share, please
contact Morgan or llias on 020 7607 9637 or
morgan@islingtonplay.org.uk.

S

t or |

Inter - Generational Learning

We received further funding from Islington Council to extend the
Community Games Project by doing dedicated reminiscence and play -
focused work with older people living in Islington. By March we will have
organized five visits of groups of older people to local Adventure Play-
grounds.

If this is something you would like to be involved in, please contact
Morgan or llias on 020 7607 9637 or  morgan@islingtonplay.org.uk.
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IPA Project Updates

YPLAY

ISTINRTAN PIAY ASSNCIATINN

Play Improvement Project

|l tds the final quarter of our Pl ay Il mpi
all 12 Adventure Playgrounds to become more inclusive. Over that time,
wedve built fire pits and swings, | an
from one playground to another so they can give us more informed opin-
il ons on what theyodod |Ii ke to see ch@gnge.
I n the | ast month of the Project, eor
markably beautiful, touching and often hilarious photographs taken by
children on I slingtonds Adventure l ay

It is at Islington Town Hall, Tuesday 16th March, 3:30 i 6.
All are very welcome, and child - friendly refreshments will be
served.
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IPA Project Updates

Treehouse Project

Our Big Lottery - funded Tree-
house Project has been continuing,
giving children the chance to build
their own play structures with proper
tools fi including hammers and saws.
Children at Crumbles and Timbuktu
Adventure Playgrounds have joined in
now, as have those attending the
Hilldrop Community Centre after school club. Most of these children
have never previously had the chan
with enormous excitement and enthusiasm.

S

]

11 ETE T e At Crumbles, children built a

IB particularly massive den and rain
shel ter. At Hilld
construction formed the first

& structures on the site. The chil-

= dren at Timbuktu made great use

of scrap materials, such as ward-

robe doors and a roof made of a
discarded sheet of rubber. They

also recycled fabric and other found objects for interior decorations

and to create i nterior wal | s. The

rop,

onl

children seeking to join in, each one

Wendy, our treehouse builder, also revisited Barnard Adventure
Playground, where the Project had begun. Now practiced and ex-
_ o perienced builders, the
; <€ i ;Y19 mCc - .
~ Lrke BT i Qél ¢ | children there were able

“When WC PL | 4 locy, | o develop their ideas

TN Hl)c'/ E C N {' { : ) further and included a
' steep climbing wall, and
Name and age\:iﬂ&iv«‘ a tWO ) Story den com-

plete with spy holes.
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Children and Yo P IPR Y

Play Cafe at Paradise Park ISLINGTON PLAY ASSOCIATION

Chi Il drends Cent

In spite of the sometimes dramatic weather, we have been running play sessions at
the Paradise Park Childrends Cen-
tre Cafe on Mackenzie Road.

The redesigned nursery garden is
open to the public from 11am A 3pm
on Sundays, and is staffed by an
experienced Inclusive Playworker.
There is a sand and water feature,
chil drenf6s gardening plot and even
a tree house! Children can dig,
build, splash, climb, run and slide

in a play area that is adventurous
but safe. Meanwhile, their par-

ents and carers can enjoy a coffee
and cake in the cafe.

Each Sunday features an addi-
tional play offer, such as face
painting, den building, or a small
camp fire. There is indoor play in
the cafe, during inclement
weather.

Rainwater Harvester

The Islington Play Association has been working with the Product Design Depart-
ment at Middlesex University. Students there have designed a series of ideas for a
water feature incorporating a large tank. Some of these have included pulley and
chain systems, or mill wheels. The department then asked the IPA to come and ob-
serve the models and choose the final design. A composite design was decided upon,
and a team of students set about making the final design a reality.

The final product will be taken to Toffee Park and used as an on  -going, in-play con-
sultation with children, which will be responsively adjusted according to their inter-
ests.
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