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Islington Play Association launches a wonderful collection mOrel
of World Games. Offering lots of ideas for new ways to '
play as well as a record and celebration of the games that enjoy your local park!
people have brought to Islington from countries far away,

or that they learned right here, when the borough was brought to you by
very different Freightliners Farm
y ' Friends of Paradis
|l slington Pl ay Ass

Pick up your free copy, whilst they last, at the MLK adventure play

Cally Carnival Launch 11 July (see page 8 for details) S [MERY MEGREIEND esttiny
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Welcome from Anita Grant, Director

YPLAY

ISLINGTON PLAY ASSOCIATION

Dear Play People,

In 2009 IPA was awarded funding by Playful Ideas, Big Lottery to deliver the Treehouse
project for the children of Islington. The project is delivering well on adventure play-
grounds but there are no houses in trees as yet.

The fears about tree houses are manifold: we are told that we may need scaffolding and
safety harnesses, health and safety certific
this point in the conversation that we started to realise that the point may be being missed.

There are those in Islington whose job it is to protect trees. This does not mean that they
do not care about children; in fact it is likely that they were once children themselves, but
now their focus is trees. This is good for the environment and possibly for trees.

There are also those whose jobs it is to protect children. These people have a difficult and
chall enging job. They ar e, i f a recent womenrn
is to be believed, 6battling evil 0. This is

Protecting children. Keeping them safe. Teaching them to be safe. Allowing them to work
out how to keep themselves safe.

Can children use tools? more importantly can they be allowed to use tools? Does a child,
some wood, some nails and a hammer form the basis for a playful experience? Or a danger-
ous one?

Is it the end product, its height off the ground, its ability to withstand the elements, its
anti -vandalism features that define a structures play value?

These are all questions and issues that we ¢
play is important (and at the play association, we do) then how do we work around the pro-
tective adult mind set to allow both play and safety to interact and empower our children?

So where does this leave a Play Association funded to build tree houses?

Play, there has been much discussion about it, even recognition that it is important, a vital
human right but where does 06itd really stangd

l's it a 6thingd, an O6attituded? does it need
humans be playful anywhere? Can society let them?

All these questions are pertinent for a Play Association, maybe less for a tree surgeon or
social worker, maybe not.

Islington Play Association, Head Office, West Library, Bridgeman Road, London, N1 1BD 020 7607 9637
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Welcome contd... 'P |_ A Y

ISLINGTON PLAY ASSOCIATION

The Tree house project is to use O0tree house
ence play. This is play that is compliant with the three frees:
. Free of charge

. Free to come and go as they please

. Free to decide how or if to play

Play that is about changing environments, experiencing challenge, developing selves, affect-
ing and effecting space, exploring ideas, trying things out, building imaginings, being alone,
playing together.

The type of issue the Play Association has faced has ranged from worry to fear.

Worry for the well being of trees, concern for residents who may not like to see play
spaces near their homes -especially if they have children in them, negative imaginings of
what child designed buildings might look like or how sturdy they will be. And above all fear
for the children.

Yes there we have it; the need to protect children.

We have involved as many professionals as possible in this first period to find out and work
out issues early and we are willing to compromise. Compromise on whether these houses are
in trees or whether what goes into a tree is a house. We will make sure they conform to
whatever standards are necessary but we can not compromise on the following:

1. The children use tools
In order for this to even be possible we had to source child sized tools in Germany.

2. The children design and build
This may mean that the buildings do not look like what adults think children need.

3. Adult/child ratios favour the children
Adults should always be outnumbered by children for real play to happen.

4 Adults allow the children to play
So if they dondét want to build anything ther

5. The buildings are forever changing play facilities to be maintained by adults for the ex-
perience of creating spaces by children

Islington Play Association, Head Office, West Library, Bridgeman Road, London, N1 1BD 02076079637
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We have had some alternative offers.

Some grown ups have found some pretty great trees and have imagined some pretty great
houses to go in them. Places that children will surely love when they see them. This is not
what we are going to do.

Some grown ups have worked out creative way s
tions and then have worked out how to make t
are going to do.

Is the point still being missed?
Play has a place for grown ups too. They need to play, explore, create and develop them-
selves but that may be a charitable aim all of its own.

Il PA is a childrenfts charity and along with t
fined job and although it may look like fun (!) it is also a job worth doing, with serious out-
comes and an actual aim. Adults creating an environment conducive to play so that children
can play and use it for whatever they have freely chosen to do!

See you soon,

Anita Grant

Director

Islington Play Association, Head Office, West Library, Bridgeman Road, London, N1 1BD 020 7607 9637
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getting everyone involved.

Participants set the agenda and lead discussion, diverse views are valued. Insight
and change foll owsé

We are welcoming anyone to be part of the thinking - voluntary and community
sector organisations, local people, private and statutory sector leaders.

Sign up if you are enthusiastic about making a difference for children and young
people, and encourage parents and carers to attend.

Organisations/individuals who are interested in participating in this event are

invited to book a place by email to Luiza.Mattausch@islington.gov.uk

By Wednesday, 30th of June.

\slington Playday 201,

4th Aug 2010
10 am 6 4.30 pm
Venue: Highbury Fields
Highbury Place, N5

& |ISLINGTON

Play Day returns to Highbury Fields for the second year running, only
larger and better this time!

There will be lots and lots of activities for children including Music,
Arsenal's Penalty shoot out, accessible, sensory experience in the Col-
ourscape tent, farm animals and all the adventure playgrounds in
Islington will be represented on the day.

The theme for this year is Our Place! So we hope that as many of you
as possible will come to make it just that!

Islington Play Association, Head Office, West Library, Bridgeman Road, London, N1 1BD 020 7607 9637
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o
S A o = 9.30 am & 4.30 pm
2 =, \ -, Venue: NCVO,
2 ” °»° Regent's Wharf, 8 All Saints Street
v > London, N1 9RL
Challenging times? Time to be creative!
|l slington Children and Young Peopleds Vol unt.
for the future. Wedve chosen to use an Open


http://www.islington.gov.uk/
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