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Summer 2010  

Whatõs inside: 

Project Updates  
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Fundraising     

Opportunities  

Employment     

Opportunities  

Islington Play Association, Head Office, West Library, Bridgeman Road, London, N1 1BD  020 7607 9637 

The Cally Kids play  

World Games  

Islington Play Association launches a wonderful collection 

of World Games. Offering lots of ideas for new ways to 

play as well as a record and celebration of the games that 

people have brought to Islington from countries far away, 

or that they learned right here, when the borough was 

very different.  

 

Pick up your free copy, whilst they last, at the  

Cally Carnival Launch 11 July (see page 8 for details)  

Paradise 

Park  

 

Fun Day  

 

Saturday  

10 July  

 

2 ñ5 pm  

* Bouncy Castle *                         

* face painting  *  

 * live music *  

* boules *  

* Swap Shop *  

* tombola *  

* food *  

* smoothies *  

* raffle  *  

* dog show *    
*   é   and much, much 

more! 

enjoy your local park!  
 
brought to you by ..é. 

Freightliners Farm ..é 

Friends of Paradise Park é 

Islington Play Association é

MLK adventure playground é 

St. Mary Magdalene Academy 

IPA is the Mayorõs Chosen Charity 2010 
Mayor Cllr Mouna Hamitouche said, "I'm delighted to announce my 

Mayoral Charity as the Islington Play Association.  

"They do great work with children and charities to promote oppor-

tunities for the younger generation in a borough where there is 

little play space."  
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Welcome from Anita Grant, Director  

Dear Play People,   

 

In 2009 IPA was awarded funding by Playful Ideas, Big Lottery to deliver the Treehouse 

project for the children of Islington. The project is delivering well on adventure play-

grounds but there are no houses in trees as yet.  

 

The fears about tree houses are manifold: we are told that we may need scaffolding and 

safety harnesses, health and safety certification and hard hats and 1 to 1 ratiosé.. it was at 

this point in the conversation that we started to realise that the point may be being missed.  

 

There are those in Islington whose job it is to protect trees. This does not mean that they 

do not care about children; in fact it is likely that they were once children themselves, but 

now their focus is trees. This is good for the environment and possibly for trees.  

 

There are also those whose jobs it is to protect children. These people have a difficult and 

challenging job. They are, if a recent womenõs hour discussion on radio 4 amongst academics 

is to be believed, ôbattling evilõ. This is something that needs to be done. 

 

Protecting children. Keeping them safe. Teaching them to be safe. Allowing them to work 

out how to keep themselves safe.  

 

Can children use tools? more importantly can they be allowed to use tools? Does a child, 

some wood, some nails and a hammer form the basis for a playful experience? Or a danger-

ous one? 

 

Is it the end product, its height off the ground, its ability to withstand the elements, its 

anti -vandalism features that define a structures play value?  

 

These are all questions and issues that we grapple with everyday. If we except that ôriskyõ 

play is important (and at the play association, we do) then how do we work around the pro-

tective adult mind set to allow both play and safety to interact and empower our children?  

 

So where does this leave a Play Association funded to build tree houses?  

 

Play, there has been much discussion about it, even recognition that it is important, a vital 

human right but where does ôitõ really stand in the great grown up hierarchy? 

 

Is it a ôthingõ, an ôattitudeõ? does it need funding as education does? Is it an approach? Can 

humans be playful anywhere? Can society let them?  

 

All these questions are pertinent for a Play Association, maybe less for a tree surgeon or 

social worker, maybe not.  

Islington Play Association, Head Office, West Library, Bridgeman Road, London, N1 1BD  020 7607 9637 
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The Tree house project is to use ôtree housesõ as a grown up tool to allow children to experi-

ence play. This is play that is compliant with the three frees:  

Free of charge  

Free to come and go as they please  

Free to decide how or if to play  

 

Play that is about changing environments, experiencing challenge, developing selves, affect-

ing and effecting space, exploring ideas, trying things out, building imaginings, being alone, 

playing together.  

 

The type of issue the Play Association has faced has ranged from worry to fear.  

 

Worry for the well being of trees, concern for residents who may not like to see play 

spaces near their homes -especially if they have children in them, negative imaginings of 

what child designed buildings might look like or how sturdy they will be. And above all fear 

for the children.  

 

Yes there we have it; the need to protect children.  

 

We have involved as many professionals as possible in this first period to find out and work 

out issues early and we are willing to compromise. Compromise on whether these houses are 

in trees or whether what goes into a tree is a house. We will make sure they conform to 

whatever standards are necessary but we can not  compromise on the following:  

 

1. The children use tools  

In order for this to even be possible we had to source child sized tools in Germany.  

 

2. The children design and build  

This may mean that the buildings do not look like what adults think children need.  

 

3. Adult/child ratios favour the children  

Adults should always be outnumbered by children for real play to happen.  

 

4 Adults allow the children to play  

So if they donõt want to build anything then they donõt. 

 

5. The buildings are forever changing play facilities to be maintained by adults for the ex-

perience of creating spaces by children  

 

 

Welcome contd...  

Islington Play Association, Head Office, West Library, Bridgeman Road, London, N1 1BD  02076079637 
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We have had some alternative offers.  

Some grown ups have found some pretty great trees and have imagined some pretty great 

houses to go in them. Places that children will surely love when they see them. This is not 

what we are going to do.  

 

Some grown ups have worked out creative ways to get designs based on childrenõs consulta-

tions and then have worked out how to make them ôeffectivelyõ similar. This is not what we 

are going to do.  

 

Is the point still being missed?  

Play has a place for grown ups too. They need to play, explore, create and develop them-

selves but that may be a charitable aim all of its own.  

 

IPA is a childrenõs charity and along with tree surgeons and social workers we have a de-

fined job and although it may look like fun (!) it is also a job worth doing, with serious out-

comes and an actual aim. Adults creating an environment conducive to play so that children 

can play and use it for whatever they have freely chosen to do!  

See you soon,  

Anita Grant  
 
Director  

Islington Play Association, Head Office, West Library, Bridgeman Road, London, N1 1BD  020 7607 9637 

Welcome contd...  
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IPA Project Updates  

Treehouse Project  
Funded by the Big Lottery the project has been on the go now for just over a year, having 

already worked with children on ten sites building dens and tree houses.  Children on adven-

ture playgrounds, community centres and parks have really taken to and enjoyed the experi-

ence of designing and building their own play structures.  

At Waterside Play and Youth Project children have built a couple of dens and a mud hut and 

are looking forward to building their first tree houses during the summer holidays.  Their 

tree houses will be integral to a new exciting swing structure built using felled trees; part 

of the brand new playground being built by the IPA.    

  

 

The process of building has revealed a variety of childrenõs 

interests and skills, the mud hut at Waterside and a ôdug-

outõ graffiti den at Cape being good examples.  Children 

seem to be happy making all sorts of things such as stilts, 

tool boxes for dad, flower boxes, giant letters and a vari-

ety of play weaponry.  Children have been able to initiate, 

direct and engage in a variety of play types as a result of 

being given the skills, experience and of course the free-

dom  to use tools and materials.   
 

 

This project has proven to be an empowering experience 

for children, John from Waterside aged 6 said òI couldnõt 

hammer at the start because I didnõt learn when I was lit-

tle, but now Iõm magnificent!ó  

 A child inquired through the fence at Waterside as to what they were doing, the children 

replied òbuilding, we can build anything!ó 

 

The Tree house Project will be at:  

The Peel Centre Tues 27 th -Friday 30 th  July  

 Toffee Park adventure Playground Mon 2 nd-Wed 11th  Aug 

 King Henrys Walk Adventure Playground Thurs 12 th  ð Friday 20 th  Aug 

 Waterside Play and Youth Project Mon 23 rd  ð Tues 31st  Aug 

Islington Play Association, Head Office, West Library, Bridgeman Road, London, N1 1BD  020 7607 9637 
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IPA Project Updates  

Waterside Play & Youth Project 
  Grand Opening 
    Saturday 24th July 
     1pmð 4pm 

All Welcome 
 

Look out for exciting secret guests!  
 

IPA was invited to design and create a 
fantastic new adventure playground for 
the children of Islington. We have been 
working hard to complete the outdoor play space at the Waterside Play and 
Youth Project in time for the launch.  
The playground incorporates all the elements including real (felled and re -
installed) trees for treehouse making, a performance stage, a bonfire pit, a 
sand and water area with alpine stream and a 50-yard underground tunnel 
maze. We have had loads of help from local children who have been building 
mud huts and dens. 
 

Come and see us any time at Waterside Adventure Playground. 
Baldwin Terrace, Packington Estate, London, N1 7RU 

Islington Play Association, Head Office, West Library, Bridgeman Road, London, N1 1BD  020 7607 9637 

The project has been a successful partnership venture between funders Hyde Hous-
ing, Islington Council, and the IPA, who have been commissioned to undertake the 
construction work on behalf of the partners.  
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Events 

Islington Play Association, Head Office, West Library, Bridgeman Road, London, N1 1BD  020 7607 9637 

 
 
 

7th July 2010  

9.30 am ð 4.30 pm  

Venue: NCVO,  
Regent's Wharf, 8 All Saints Street  

London, N1 9RL  
 

Challenging times? Time to be creative!  

Islington Children and Young Peopleõs Voluntary Sector Forum are making plans 

for the future. Weõve chosen to use an Open Space event as a lively way of  

getting everyone involved.  

Participants set the agenda and lead discussion, diverse views are valued. Insight 

and change followsé 

We are welcoming anyone to be part of the thinking - voluntary and community 

sector organisations, local people, private and statutory sector leaders.  

Sign up if you are enthusiastic about making a difference for children and young 

people, and encourage parents and carers to attend.  

Organisations/individuals who are interested in participating in this event are  

invited to book a place by email to Luiza.Mattausch@islington.gov.uk  

By Wednesday, 30th of June.  

4th Aug 2010  

                  10 am ð 4.30 pm  

            Venue: Highbury Fields  

                    Highbury Place, N5  

 

Play Day returns to Highbury Fields for the second year running, only 

larger and better this time!  

There will be lots and lots of activities for children including Music,     

Arsenal's Penalty shoot out, accessible, sensory experience in the Col-

ourscape tent, farm animals and all the adventure playgrounds in    

Islington will be represented on the day.  

 

The theme for this year is Our Place! So we hope that as many of you 

as possible will come to make it just that!  

http://www.islington.gov.uk/
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Events 

Islington Play Association, Head Office, West Library, Bridgeman Road, London, N1 1BD  020 7607 9637 


