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Children’s Protest at Plans to close their Playgrounds

An exhibition of over 200 postcards from children will be on display at the Islington Town Hall from 3pm on Monday 6th December.

Children at playschemes and adventure playgrounds across the borough have contributed their thoughts and feelings to show what the children will miss out on if facilities are forced to close due to government-imposed cuts in funding to pay for an economic crisis caused by banker’s greed.

In answer to the statement on the postcard: We need Play because….. one postcard written by an Islington child stated that “withought play more than the children of play shemes will without doubt be watching over the limit of television, in addition, the children may join gang’s meaning they do smoking, selling drugs and other stuff. Furthermore when I’d gone to timbuktu, surely you’d see on my face that was laughing to death, whilse having tones of fun. Won’t you see your crushing our community. Are you going to change it, or fix it?” [sic] Youssef, Archway.

Hundreds of ordinary people in Islington give up their free time to volunteer to help children and to sit on management committees at play schemes, youth clubs and adventure playgrounds; they have been working to create a “Big Society” long before it suddenly became fashionable!

Anita Grant, director of Islington Play Association (IPA), said in a letter to all staff and trustees of voluntary management committees in the voluntary sector, “I would like to invite you to attend a crisis meeting to discuss the future of staffed play provision in Islington. I am inviting all voluntary sector staff & committees as we need to get together on this.” 

Alan Sutton, IPA trustee, said “The 12 Adventure Playgrounds in Islington are vital in a borough where many children live in poverty in overcrowded conditions to allow children to play out and build resilience to difficult life situations through shared experiences, making friends and the rough and tumble of childhood play.” 

The IPA is committed to working with the Islington Council to try to save children’s play provision, one idea is to set up a “Land Trust” to take over ownership of adventure playgrounds to prevent them ever being sold off for profit by a future Council.

Notes to Editors

1. The photograph on the postcard is from Timbuktu Adventure Playground where children cannot currently play outside as the playground was burnt down in the summer, they now have funding for a rebuild, but could face cuts in funding for staff if the government’s plans go ahead.

2. At a meeting of the Islington Children and Young People’s Voluntary Sector Forum on 18th November, a presentation by Assistant Director Thanos Morphitis warned that the scale of the cuts in funding forced on the Council would result in between 60% and 100% reduction in funding for Playschemes, Adventure Playgrounds and Youth Club provision at the end of four years. This has been suggested by the Council officers in Children’s Services as the only way of preserving funding for schools, safeguarding and social work with vulnerable children.

3. The Islington Play Association will soon celebrate 40 years of service to children, and has been chosen by Councillor Mouna Hamitouche, the Islington Mayor, as her charity for 2011, donations can be sent to The Mayor of Islington, Mayor’s Office, Town Hall, Islington, London N1 2UD with cheques made out to “LBI Mayor’s Charity” or directly to Islington Play Association, West Library, Bridgeman Road, London N! 1BD with cheques made out to “Islington Play Association”. For further details see - www.islington.gov.uk/Council/councilwho/whomayor/mayorcharity.asp and www.islingtonplay.org.uk 

4. Contact details for further information contact Anita Grant on 07507 892 030.
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